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they could become members of the American Union only
by the organized action of each, and the concurrent action
of the existing National Government. The Government
was reorganized without any distinct declaration upon
the question whether the States that had been in rebel-
lion were to be treated as enemy's territory, or as Territories
according to the usage of former times. The difference of
opinion was a vital one with Mr. Johnson. Whatever view
may be taken of his moral qualities, it is to be said that he
was not deficient in intellectual ability, that his courage
passed far beyond the line of obstinacy, and that from first to
last he was prepared to resist the claims of the large ma-
jority of the Republican Party. The issue began with his
proclamation of May, 1865, and the contest continued to the
end of his term.' The nature of the issue explains the char-
acter and violence of his speeches, especially that of the
twenty-second day of February, 1866, when he spoke of
Congress as a "body hanging on the verge of the
Government."

In the many speeches which he delivered in his trip
through the West, he made distinct charges against Con-
gress. He was accompanied by Mr. Seward, General Grant,
Admiral Farragut, and some others. In a speech at Cleve-
land, Ohio, he said, among other things, " I have called
upon your Congress, which has tried to break up the Gov-
ernment." Again, in the same speech he said, " I tell you,
my countrymen, that although the powers of Thad Stevens
and his gang were by, they could not turn me from my
purpose. There is no power that can turn me, except you and
the God who put me into existence." He charged, also, that
Congress had taken great pains to poison their constituents
against him. "What had Congress done? Had they done
anything to restore the Union in those States? No; on the
contrary, they had done everything to prevent it."